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; Ne alferts, that the rational Faculty % 
— but eaniinaid, or fubfervient 10 the 
Intellect, no part at all of the Eftence 
of the Soul, nor obliged to is by +s panned of Uni- 
or Identity : Your Opinion of it: 
" afe. Tis now eared on by moft Philofophers, 
that even the Faculties of the Soul are not really di/tin 
either from that it felf, or one another: And if this 
holds, much lefs, we think can any thing be feparated 
from it felf, the rational Faculty and the Intellect found- 
ing to us one and the [zme thing ——Lnlefs the Author 
of this Opinion has a mind to change Names and Notions, 
and refolves to {peak fo as not to be underftood : But 
if we have any kind of guefs at his meaning, we fancy 
it muft be, -That the power of ratiocinating, 
precife {yllogizing, or drawing conclufions and confequences 
from premifes, is dependant on, or fubfervient to the pow- 
er of apprehending, or underftanding any fimple Object 
Thé even here neither he nor his Reader can have any 
clear notion of things after this way of exprefling ‘em, 
for in Truth there’s no real diftinition between the power 
of one of thefe Ads, and the other, the fame Faculty, 
namely the Intelleff, Underftanding, or Reafon produ- 
cing both of ’em ; and another befides, we mean that 
of compounding and dividing, or affirming and denying, as 
well as fimple Imaging on one fide, and Trains of Thoug hes 
arguing or concluding on the other. We grant indeed, 
that the Act of realening may be fufpended, or the In- 
telle#, rational Faculty, or Soul, not able outwardly or 
fenfibly to exert it, thro’ Indifpofition of Organs, but 
ftill the Faculty remains, and ts as infeparable trom 
the Intelle#, or Soul, as that is from it felf, being the 
fame with it. 

Queft. 2. One afferts, that the Body of Man, taken un- 
der that diftin Notion, cannot give to it felf the Figure 
of a Man, and therefore bath need of an External Sculptor, 
or Delineator, which fhow'd be fecretly ambufcaded in the 
material Mafs of the Seed, and defcend upon it from above ; 
yet this, ino much as tis of a material Condition, and far 
below the finenefs of a Spiritual Nature, cannot derive the 
Plaftick Virtue, no more from it felf than frem the gro{s 
ite of the Body ; neceff sry it is therefore that there be fome 
precedent, or elder Principle which muff be purely immate- 
rial, yet real and operative, to which may be juftly attribu-. 
ted the power of Figuration by a figillary Impreffion upon 
the Archaus, or regal Spirit of the Seed. The Soul of the 
Father therefore, when it defcends to vifit and relieve the 
Inferiour Faculties, and makes a progres to furvey the Seed 
inthe very Paroxi(m of bodily action, doth upon the Mafs 
of Seed engrave and adumbrate the Impre{s and Figure of 
it elf, ( which in fober Truth is the only caufe of the Fe- 
cundity of Seeds) and thence is that Comely and Magnif;- 
cent ftructure of the Infant; oterwife, if the Soul were not 
figur’d, but this Figure of the Body dil arije fpontancou/ly, 
a Father maim'd in any Member, cou'd not beget a Son but 
maim d in the {ame : Your Opinion of this is defired ? 

An{w. In {uber Truth, as the Author fays, either the 
Querift or he has mounted the Argument fo high, we 
can hardly tell very well what to make on’t: How- 
ever we'll have one flight at it, and firft try whether 
we can underftand ic, and then if we can an{wer it. 

For ¢he firft Expreifion, ( The Boly of a Mun’s giving 
toit felt the Fizure of a Mun, |] We won't give it fo 
harda Name as Nonfence, but only confefs ‘tis to us un- 
intelligible ; for if we can guefs any thing at it, ic 
implies a Mans aéting before he is, or at lealt giving 
himfelf a Fizure before he has a Figure; for whatever 
is Body mut have Figure, and that Figure in the Foe- 
tus, very foon diltinétly delineated ; nay, if we'll je- 
lieve Microlcopes, that is, if we'll believe our Eyes, 
tis igur'd, and has diftin€t Parts and Organs even in 


the Seed it felf. But further, We readily grant, thae 
we can’t imagine how a Mafs ot feemingly usform'd 
Matter, fhou’d throw it felf into that beautiful Form : 
But neither can we underftand what the Author means 
by [ an External Sculptor, or Delireator ambufcado'd in, 
ec. | for how any thing can be externally in another 
thing, we confeis we are yet to learn, nor who this 
Sculptor is, unlefs the Archeus he afterward mentions. 
However this, whatever it is, cannot, he thinks, de- 
rive any Plajtick Virtue either from ic felf, or the Bo- 
dy, and therefore there muft be fome elder Principle, 
immaterial and operative, which figures the matter, by 
a Sigillary Impreffion on the Archaus, or regal Spirit of 
the Seed. ———— And here, unlefs we miftake, lying 
the pinch of the Queftion, whether fo or not, we 
declare our felves inclin’d wo the Negativ, for thefe 
two or three following Reafons: Becaule this Sigitta- 
ry Impreffion {uppofes the Soul to be materid, tor no. 
thing but Matter can aét by way of Sigillay Impre|. 
fion upon Matter. Nothing bue what has exterded, ter. 
minated, Quantitative parts, can fo at upon Wher has 
quantity, as to leave its figure behind it. Bur ¢hjs 
Opinion fuppofesthe pure immaterial Soul to hae a 
Figure like a Man, which nothing is capable of wp, 
Body. Again, this fuppofes the Soul can aét realy 
and efhcacioufly, fo we mean, as to make any alte. 
ration in the Subjeff, on what is no effential or inte- 
gral part of the Body, only an excrementitious part, 
tho’ indeed the fineft fore of Excrement, which it may 
as well do on the Nails or Hair, making chart ftand 
an end when it pleafes, or any other fort of Excre- 
ment, thofe laft mention’d being indeed more conftant 
and abiding than that which is the Subject of the pre- 
fent Difpute. It’s true, that the Soul may aét upon 
the Animal Spirits, or Archaeus, for by that affeéted 
Term of theirs, they muft either mean fome fuch thing, 
or nothing, andthe whole Body of thefe Animal Spirits 
( there's but a feeming Impropriety in the Expreffion, 
no more being underftood by chem than the pureft 
fort of Matter ) may perhaps be fuppos’d, cou'’d they 
be feen altogether, and diftinét from other parts of 
the Body, as other Cutts in Anatomical Books repre- 
fent the entire Sy/fem of Axteries, Veins, ec. to have 
fomething of the Figure of a Man, which Figure, for 
ought we know, they may ftill retain, tho’ too fine 
for Senfe, when they are feparated from the Body, as 
they are eminently inthe Ad we are difcourfing of. 
However, this they can’t receive from the Soul, nor 
can it engrave a Figure or Imprefs of it {elf upon them, 
unlefs it can give what it never had. And ifthe Hy- 
pothefis we have juft touch’d at of our own (for we 
don’t lay it down as if we were very fond on’t) may 
be granted, ifthe Animal Spirits, form’d into the real 
fhape of an Homunculus, tho’ to us invifible, being 
commanded by the higher Immateial Soul, thd not 
figur’d by it, but by the Mould of the Body chré which 
they pals, if thefe are fuppos’d to give this Form to 
the Infant, ftamping thofe exquifirely fiae parts in the 
Seed, which by new fupplies of Matter, when made a 
partofthe Mother, grows {till larger and larger ; fup- 
pofing this, we fay the difficulcy vanifhes, how a Fa- 
ther maim’d in any Member, fhou’d not produce a 
Son maim’‘d like him: For thefe Spirirs are fent about 
from their Seat by thofe Duchus's whatever they are, 
thré which Natare equably conveys ‘em towards all 
the parts ot the Body ; thé if their way be blockt up 
by a Palfic, or fome fuch Difeafe, or if any pare be 
wanting, they. mult e’ne return re infeda, as they 
wou'd do; for example, :f a Man went to kick that 
had no Legs, on a Velle of his Soul, the Spirits wou'd 
run as far as they coud thro’ ufual paffaiges, and be 
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ore op at the Kuer, or whatever part "twas where 
a sand be an —~ tho if a pair of New Leggs cou’d “ 
fet on, or the old ores, with all chings in flatu que, the 
Man wou'd be able to play at Foct-ball agen as well as 
ever, the Spirits finding their old paffages ; as we fee in 
thofe who have had their Nofes or Fingers cut as good as 
quite off hanging only by a /susle skin, which yet have been 
cur’d again and able co m.e’em as well as ever : So. here, 
thole Spirits which fhay’¢. have gone to the maim d part 
of the Father, finding no {uch Impediment in the Ma/s they 
areto Form, make the exs@ Figure of a Man, unlets the 
Womans Fancy afterward deform the Infant, which very fre- 
quently happens. Not that we think thac this Impreffion is - 
tirft fingle, as if only one Seal or Figure were made on the 
Mafs, tor Microfcopes tell us there are many Animatcules 
in that Subjtance on D.ffefion, Nature providing more 
than one, ray many, Co be the more fure in her Operati- 
on; ( like chofe icnumerable /itle Images ot the Sun 
which are form’d in the Drops of a Rain-bow ) tho’ fel- 
dom more than me lives, (in larger Animals we meail, 
there being not Nourifhnent tor more. ) Now as the Fa- 
thers Animal sul did firlt give this Stamp or Impreffion, 
that being caamanded by che fupertour Spirit, without 
which being only matter, we lee not how it cou'd ad, 
{o there feeins tobe need of an immaterial Spirit to con- 
tinue maner in aMion, to tet the plaftic Powers on work, 
to at on the purer Matter according to thofe Imperfedt 
Organs whichit finds, and which grow daily /arger and 
better defin'd by the addition of New Matter from the 
Mother. -—— After all, we are not only fenfible thae 
this Hypomefis labours with many difficulties, but know 
the {ame mult be faid of any other : For the truth is, 
we find more to puzzle us in our New Di(coveries, than 
to giv: a rational and entire Satisfaction ; and are ape 
to thik that the greateft Philofophers in the World, as 
wel!as We who hardly defeve the Name of the leaf, 
mut be forc’d at laft to fly to a Divine Power, as the 
palmift on this very Subjett — Marvelous are thy Works, 
s Lord! that is, beyond the reach of Nature, and own 
as he did, chat Mfan is awfully and wonderfully made, tho” 
the precile modus thereof they can never determine pofi- 
yO elt 3. Is°t not the Duty of a Child to pay his Parents 
Debts, if contracted by them, neceffarily and without any de- 
fizn of injuring bim, when by the Father’s Death the Child 
becomes Heir to the Ejtate, or by the Death of the Mother to 
the Foynture, or whatever the Farber left ber, and efpecially 
when what either of ’em left is pow 39 I. per An. and the 
ebt exceeds not 20 1. the Principal: 
ir This depends upon the Nature of the Eftate. If 
a Father Purchafeth an Eftate, and Contracts a Debt up- 
on that Account, the Son that in herits the Eftate is with. 
out doubt bound to pay the Debe in Confcience, tho’ nat 
by Law : But in an intailed Eftate, or a long Defcent, it 
is otherwile, and efpecially if the Father contracted the 
Debt by Intemperance or Il!-husbandry, which was the 
reafon of that Law Maxim, Lands pay no Debts: Let the 
Creditor look how he trufts, the Heirs Lands fha]] not 
be Charged, tho’ the Stock fhall : But if the Mother in 
her Widdovvhood contraét a Debt the Heir is lefs oblig- 
ed, becaufe he hath nothing from the Mother ia this 
Cafe, the Eftate coming from the Father, and the Wid- 
dow having only an Eftate for Life, and therefore ought 
neither in Law nor Equity to Charge the Eftate. 

Queft. 4. What's the reafon that an empty Bottle corked, 
and let down a bundred Fathom into the Sea, when drawn xp 
again the Cork will be found within the Bottle ? 

Anfw. The Air in the Bottle expands it felf when in 
this Region of Air, but when the Bottle is furrounded 
with the Region of Water, the Coolnefs thereof forces 
the Air to retire from the fides of the Bottle, whereby 
the Air condenfing or withdrawing it felf into lefs room 
in che Bottle, the Neck of the Botrle bécomes empcy of 
Air, and the more the Air ftrives to retire, 1¢ fucks the 
ftronger at the Cork, then the Air in the Sea prefles to 
penetrate the Cork, and by both thefe Motions the Cork 
is drawn and alfo driven into the Bottle. : 

Queft. 5. In reading the Seflions-Paper /ately publifbed, 
I find the Relation of one Robert Marfhal, « Beggar, who 
was tryed for the Murther of William Curtis : This Beggar 
coud make out nothing to Excufe bimfelf but what was very 
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frivolous, fo he was found Guilty of Murther: Now I defre 
your Sentiments on this Fellow’s way of Living, as alfo A Wi- 
ftory of our Englifh Beggars, feeing it may be of great ufe 
to the Publick ? 

An{w. The Relation in the Seffions-Paper is a better 
Account than any one can expect we fhou’d give, only 
we have accidentally heard ( which is not mention’d in 
the Sefions-Paper ) that the Prifoner has follow’d this 
Trade of Begging for a confiderable time in the Town 
of oer upon Tyne, where if the Friends of the Par- 
ty deceafed have any Correfpondence, ‘tis probable they 
may have a fuller Charaéter of him. As toa A Hifto- 
ry of Beggars, we defire to be excus’d, thinking the Pen 
of fome Renegado of their own Tribe the fitteft for fich 
an Undertaking. There’s a {ma]] Pamphlet occafionally 
writ upon this Marfhal, entituled The Blind Sea-man, 
which tho’ it does not Anfwer its Title, fo much as the 
Account of the Seffions Paper, yet it gives fuch a De- 
{cription of Londoa Mumpers and Common Beggars ( to ufe 
the Phrafe ) as perhaps will give the Querift fuch fatis. 
faction in che Cale as he wants, and if he pleafes we re- 
fer him thither. 


R. K's Letter fhall be inferted in the Compleat Library 
for DECEMBER, which is now in the Prefs, 


Adbertifements. 


Next Thurfday will be Publifhed 


vas te Wonders of the Invifible World, be- 
ing Obfervations as well Hiftorica! 
as Theological, upon the Nature, the Num- 
ber, and the Operations of the DEVILS. Ac- 
company’d with fome Accounts of the grie- 
vous Moleftations by Demons and Witcherafts, 
which have lately Annoy’d the Countrey of 
New-England, and the Tryals of fone Emi- 
nent Witches Executed upon Occafion there- 
of, with feveral Remarkable Curiofiries there- 
in occuring: Alfo a fhort Narrative of a late 
Outrage committed by a Knot of Witches in 
Swedeland. Written by Corton Mather. Pub- 
lifhed by the Special Command of His Ex- 
cellency, the Governour of the Province of 
the A4affachnfers-Bay in New-England, Liccnfed 
and Entered according to Order. Printed 
for Yohn Dunton at the Raven in the Poultrey. 


cr "He Poft-Boy robb'd of his Mail, or the Pacquet 
broke open, confifting of 500 LETTERS to 
Perfons of feveral Qualities and Conditions, with OB- 
SERVATIONS upon each Letter. Publifhed by a Gen- 
tleman concern'd in the Frollick. Price bound: s. 6 d. 
Printed for Fobn Dunton at the Raven in the Ponltrey. 


Di on Thur(day Evening, the rsth, Ipftant, in or 
about the City, a flat bundle of written Papers, 
tyed up in a biown Paper, moft of them haftily and 
obicurely Writ in curtail’d Latin for private Ufes, fome 
Who- 
ever hath found them, or knows where they are, or 
were, are with moft intenfe earneftnefs defird to fend 
them, without the leaft diminution, fo far as poffib'e, 
at leaft {peedy Notice where they may be enquir’d for ; 
co Mr. Benj. Newirgten’s at the Dagger near the Hofpital 
in Southwark, and they fhall havea very civil fatisfaéto- 
ry Gratuity. 


Hereas a certain Perfon was Wounded, and his 

Coat torn at the Quakers-Meeting at Ratcliff, on 
Sunday, the 11th. of Decemb. inftant, {ome Perfons defire 
that that Man would leave word in Writing with Mr. 
Brewster 2 Haberdafher at the Bull in Cornbill, where he 
may be fpoken with. 
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